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February 26, 2019 

 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell   Minority Leader Charles Schumer 

317 Russell Senate Office Building   322 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi    Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy 1236 

Longworth House Office Building   2468 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515 

 

RE: Thank you for passing S.47, Natural Resources Management Act 

 

Dear Members of Congress, 

 

Together, our three organizations represent thousands of manufacturers, distributors, 

retailers and outfitters, small family businesses, entrepreneurial start-ups and international 

Fortune 1,000 companies that make and sell products for active use in the outdoors, as 

well as tens of thousands of human-powered recreationists. On behalf of the outdoor 

industry and the outdoor recreation community, thank you for passing the Natural 

Resources Management Act, S.47.   

 

By adding lasting protections to 2.5 million acres of public lands, 676 river miles, and 

permanently reauthorizing the Land and Water Conservation Fund, this historic, decades-

in-the-making public lands package delivers outstanding benefits for recreation and 

conservation across the country. Our community of businesses and recreationists is 

especially excited about the following provisions included in the package, which combined, 

benefit programs and landscapes of regional and national significance. 

 

Reauthorization of The Land and Water Conservation Fund – Section 3001 

 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund is an overwhelmingly successful program for 

achieving balanced use of public lands by directing a portion of royalties from offshore oil 

and gas development toward targeted recreation and conservation land acquisitions. Over 

the life of the program, LWCF has funded critical protections for river corridors in places 

like West Virginia’s Gauley and New Rivers and helped establish public river access points 

for canoers, kayakers, and rafters in places like Washington’s White Salmon River. LWCF 

has made possible thousands of miles of single track for mountain bikers and hikers, 

including at areas like the world-class trail system at Lory State Park near Fort Collins, 

Colorado, and Toro Park, California, home to challenging trails and spectacular views of 

Monterey Bay. LWCF has funded close-to-home recreation opportunities in all fifty states 

and every congressional district. 
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Emery County Public Land Management – Part II 

 

The Emery County Public Land Management Act was developed by Emery County and a 

coalition of stakeholders, including conservationists, motorized recreationists, human-

powered recreationists, local officials and governments, the State of Utah, and the state’s 

Congressional delegation.  

 

The Emery County Public Land Management Part balances important conservation 

protections with recreation management designations. This balance will promote high 

quality recreation opportunities while also protecting and enhancing the regional economy, 

and the bill enjoys widespread support from a broad range of user groups, conservation 

organizations, local governments, and the outdoor business community.  

 

The outdoor recreation community particularly supports key provisions in this bill that 

establish a Recreation Area to highlight and permanently protect the recreational 

resources and conservation values of the San Rafael Swell region. The bill also designates 

63 miles of Wild and Scenic River, protects existing rock climbing resources, studies future 

trail development opportunities, and establishes Wilderness areas throughout Emery 

County, amounting to several hundreds of thousands of acres of permanently conserved 

public lands. We are also deeply appreciative of how this legislation was able to 

successfully address the interests of Ute Tribe with the directed Utah SITLA land exchanges. 

 

National Heritage Area Designations; Mountains to Sound Greenway – Section 6001(a)(2) 

 

The Mountains to Sound Greenway is an outdoor paradise stretching from the Seattle to 

Ellensburg. It includes 1,600 miles of trails, excellent whitewater runs, backcountry skiing 

and snowshoeing, rock climbing routes, and mountain biking opportunities. The Greenway 

is accessed by members of all of our organizations to enjoy these activities and is an 

important driver of Washington’s recreation economy.  

 

National Heritage Area designation will help the different land management agencies in the 

area better collaborate on management – from trail maintenance to trailhead parking and 

educational resources. This would have a significant positive impact for an area that is 

experiencing increasing popularity and use. 

 

Designation would also promote local economic growth from tourism and outdoor 

recreation, and provides a flexible strategy to encourage residents, government agencies, 

nonprofit groups, and private partners to collaboratively plan and implement projects to 

preserve the landscape, without affecting private property rights. 
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Methow Valley, Washington Federal Land Withdrawal – Section 1203 

 

The Methow Valley and its headwaters are home to spectacular lands, diverse wildlife, and 

critical water resources. This incredible area is deeply linked to a strong, stable economy 

that supports farming and ranching, tourism, and world-class, year-round outdoor 

recreation. The headwaters are the heart and lifeblood for the valley and are under threat 

from planned exploratory drilling and the potential for future development of an industrial-

scale copper mine. The bill will protect these critical lands through a mineral withdrawal 

that makes 340,000 acres of the headwaters off-limits to large-scale mining and the 

potential damaging impacts it could bring to this vital and fragile area. 

 

Oregon Wildlands –Section 1205 

 

We support the Oregon Wildlands section of the bill, which secures Wilderness protection 

for 30,621 acres of the Devil’s Staircase. This section of the bill also designates more than 

250 miles of Wild and Scenic rivers, including the Molalla River, tributaries of the Rogue 

River, and others and protect the Chetco River from mining activity.  

 

Emigrant Crevice Withdrawal – Section 1204 

 

The bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway Protection Act permanently withdraws federal mineral 

rights on public land in Custer Gallatin National Forest. The bill protects 30,000 acres of 

National Forest Lands adjacent to the Absaroka Beartooth Wilderness and Yellowstone 

National Park from industrial scale gold mining. The Custer Gallatin National Forest has 

spectacular climbing, skiing and snowshoeing, hiking, camping, mountain biking, and 

paddling. 

 

Organ Mountains- Desert Peaks – Section 1201 

 

The bill designates eight Wilderness areas within the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 

National Monument totaling 241,067 acres. Eighty percent of the proposed Wilderness is 

already managed as recommended Wilderness or Wilderness Study Area, and 

management changes created by the bill help to address the needs of the climbing 

community. The areas protected include sky island mountains, native Chihuahuan Desert 

grasslands, caves, limestone cliffs, and winding canyons that draw climbers, hikers, and 

other visitors to Doña Ana County.  

 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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California Desert Protection and Recreation Act – Section 1411 

 

California Desert Protection and Recreation Act protects 278,230 acres of Wilderness, 

expanding Death Valley and Joshua Tree National Parks, and designating 77 miles of new 

Wild and Scenic Rivers in the California Desert. The bill enhances wildlife habitat and 

outdoor recreation while enabling renewable energy development. 

 

On behalf of Outdoor Alliance, The Conservation Alliance, and The Outdoor Industry 

Association, thank you for moving S.47 across the finish line. The bill’s tremendous 

bipartisan support in both the House (XXX-XX) and the Senate (92-8) demonstrates that 

protect public lands are truly our common ground. We look forward to continuing to work 

with you to add protections and access to our country’s most iconic wild places.  

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

 

Amy Roberts 

Executive Director 

Outdoor Industry Association 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam Cramer 

Executive Director 

Outdoor Alliance 

 

 

 

 
John Sterling 

Executive Director 

The Conservation Alliance 

 

 



 

5 | P a g e  

 

Our Organizations 

 

Outdoor Alliance is a coalition of ten member-based organizations representing the 

human powered outdoor recreation community. The coalition includes Access Fund, 

American Canoe Association, American Whitewater, International Mountain Bicycling 

Association, Winter Wildlands Alliance, The Mountaineers, the American Alpine Club, the 

Mazamas, Colorado Mountain Club, and Surfrider Foundation and represents the interests 

of the millions of Americans who climb, paddle, mountain bike, backcountry ski and 

snowshoe, and enjoy coastal recreation on our nation’s public lands, waters, and 

snowscapes. 

 

The Conservation Alliance is an organization of like-minded businesses whose collective 

contributions support grassroots environmental organizations and their efforts to protect 

wild places where outdoor enthusiasts recreate. Membership in the Alliance is open to all 

companies who care about protecting our most threatened wild places for habitat and 

outdoor recreation. Since its inception in 1989, The Conservation Alliance has contributed 

more than $20 million, helped to protect more than 51 million acres of wildlands; protect 

3,107 miles of rivers; stop or remove 34 dams; designate five marine reserves; and 

purchase 14 climbing areas. For complete information on The Conservation Alliance, see 

www.conservationalliance.com. 

 

Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) is the national trade association for the outdoor 

industry and is the national trade association for the outdoor industry and is the title 

sponsor of Outdoor Retailer, the largest outdoor products tradeshow in North America. 

OIA serves over 1,300 manufacturers, suppliers, and retailers through a focus on 

international trade and public lands and recreation policy, sustainable business innovation 

and outdoor participation. 
 

http://www.conservationalliance.com/

