
      

 

November 12, 2015 
 
Re: H.R. 22 DRIVE ACT, Federal Lands Transportation Program 
 
Dear Conference Members: 
 
As representatives of the outdoor recreation user community and the outdoor recreation 
industry, we write to share our perspectives on the DRIVE Act, (H.R. 22) and the 
alternatives being considered for the Federal Lands Transportation Program (FLTP). 
The Senate and House versions of the DRIVE Act contain different mechanisms for 
funding Forest Service road maintenance activities, and while we are pleased to see 
funding for this important work in of both versions of the bill, we more fully support the 
approach contained in the House version because it provides, for the first time, 
dedicated support for Forest Service roads under FLTP. 
  
Outdoor Alliance is a coalition of seven member-based organizations, including Access 
Fund, American Canoe Association, American Whitewater, International Mountain 
Bicycling Association, Winter Wildlands Alliance, the Mountaineers, and the American 
Alpine Club, that represents the interests of the millions of Americans who paddle, 
climb, mountain bike, hike, and backcountry ski and snowshoe on our nation’s public 
lands, waters, and snowscapes. Collectively, Outdoor Alliance has members in all fifty 
states and a network of local clubs and advocacy groups across the nation. 
 
Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) is the leading trade association and voice serving 
more than 4,000 manufacturers, distributors, suppliers, sales representatives, and 
retailers in the active outdoor lifestyle. OIA supports the growth and success of the 
outdoor industry through its focus on government affairs, sustainability, outdoor 
consumer insights, industry trends, and youth participation.  
 
Our National Forests are among the most important landscapes for providing clean 
water, wildlife habitat, and unparalleled outdoor recreation opportunities. As 
organizations representing the human-powered outdoor recreation community and the 
outdoor industry, we write this letter to summarize our perspective on the DRIVE Act, 
(H.R. 22) and the alternatives being considered for the Federal Lands Transportation 
Program (FLTP). 
 
One of the greatest threats to ecosystem resiliency and public access for outdoor 
recreation is the legacy of roads throughout our National Forests. The Forest Service 
manages about 380,000 miles of roads–enough to circumnavigate the earth 15 times–
yet only maintains 20% (on average) of this massive system to standard each year. The 
deterioration of these roads limits access to public lands and recreational sites while 
degrading water quality, fish habitat, and other forest resources.  
 



      

 

The Senate and House versions of the DRIVE Act contain different mechanisms for 
providing additional funding to support the Forest Service’s maintenance activities on its 
road network. OA and OIA are pleased to see that funding this important work is part of 
both versions of the bill. However, we more fully support approach contained in the 
House version because it provides, for the first time, dedicated support for Forest 
Service roads under FLTP. The House bill dedicates $15 million for FY 2016, with 
increases in subsequent years.  
 
Under the current version of the Transportation Bill (MAP-21), the Forest Service has 
had to compete with Bureau of Land Management and Army Corps of Engineers for 
funds available through the FLTP. As a result, the Forest Service has received 
approximately 1/3 of the funds they were eligible for in recent years. Under this system, 
the agency has faced uncertainty over what their allocation would be, which has created 
difficulties with budgeting. Under the new formula included in the House version of the 
DRIVE Act, the Forest Service would benefit in two important ways. First, dedicated 
funding would provide greater certainty and enhance planning efficiency for the agency. 
Second, $15 million in FY 2016 (with increases in subsequent years) represents a 
modest increase in funding over previous years. These outcomes would allow the 
Forest Service to enhance and expand their road maintenance activities, thereby 
protecting and enhancing public access to outdoor recreation. The bill would also 
ensure that the agency can better meet its obligation to maintain a road network that 
meets environmental standards for clean water. Although the Forest Service would still 
have great need for additional funding for road maintenance, a dedicated amount and 
modest increase is a significant step in the right direction. 
 
Thank you for considering our perspectives on the DRIVE Act and funding for the U.S. 
Forest Service. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have an interest in further 
discussion. Thomas O’Keefe with American Whitewater 
(okeefe@americanwhitewater.org / 425.417.9012), Louis Geltman with Outdoor Alliance 
(louis@outdooralliance.org / 301.928.7789), and Jessica Wahl with Outdoor Industry 
Association (jwahl@outdoorindustry.org / 202.817.2032) can serve as primary points of 
contact for the undersigned on this matter. 
 
 
Best regards, 
 

    
 
Adam Cramer    Alexander Boian 
Executive Director    Senior Director of Government Affairs 
Outdoor Alliance    Outdoor Industry Association 



      

 

 
cc: 
 
Amy Roberts, Executive Director, Outdoor Industry Association 
Brady Robinson, Executive Director, Access Fund 
Wade Blackwood, Executive Director, American Canoe Association 
Mark Singleton, Executive Director, American Whitewater 
Michael Van Abel, Executive Director, International Mountain Bicycling Association 
Mark Menlove, Executive Director, Winter Wildlands Alliance 
Elizabeth Lunney, Interim Executive Director, The Mountaineers 
Phil Powers, Executive Director, American Alpine Club 
Thomas O’Keefe, Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director, American Whitewater 
Jessica Wahl, Recreation Policy Advisor, Outdoor Industry Association 
Louis Geltman, Policy Counsel, Outdoor Alliance 
 
  


