
                      
 
 
 

June 13, 2018 
 
Rep. Paul Gosar 
Chair, Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources 
2057 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Rep. Alan Lowenthal 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources 
125 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Re: Legislative Hearing on Enhancing the “State Management of Federal Lands 
and Waters Act” 
 
Dear Chair Gosar and Ranking Member Lowenthal: 
 
On behalf of the outdoor recreation community and the outdoor industry, we write to 
express our opposition to the “State Management of Federal Lands and Waters Act.”  
 
This discussion draft reflects principles contrary to our nation’s public lands traditions, 
transferring control over our commonly-owned public lands and natural resources that 
puts the foundation of the outdoor recreation economy and Americans’ ability to access 
to the outdoors in danger. Even beyond our longstanding opposition to transferring 
control over national resources away from Congress and federal land managers, this 
bill—through its incentive and penalty provisions related to oil and gas development—
make clear that, rather than supporting local involvement in land management decision 
making, the bill aims instead to elevate the interests of one industry—oil and gas—over 
all other uses and values of our country’s public lands. 
 
The discussion draft would potentially transfer control of leasing decisions and 
regulatory requirements on public lands, including on Wild and Scenic Rivers, Roadless 
Areas, and other areas invaluable for outdoor recreation and conservation benefits, to 
the states. It does this while circumventing land management plans, avenues for public 
input like NEPA, and core conservation laws like the Endangered Species Act. The bill 
imperils outdoor recreation opportunities, outdoor businesses, conservation values, and 
the ability of our country’s citizens to participate in the management of our public lands.  
 



                      
 
 
 

Our community and our industry are not opposed to resource development on public 
lands, but this proposed bill radically changes our nation’s longstanding history of public 
lands management and upends our system of balancing uses on our shared resources. 
We ask the Subcommittee to reject this proposed bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Louis Geltman 
Policy Director 
Outdoor Alliance 
 

 
Jessica Wahl 
Government Affairs Manager 
Outdoor Industry Association 
 
 
  



                      
 
 
 

About our organizations 
 
Outdoor Alliance is a coalition of nine member-based organizations representing the 
human powered outdoor recreation community. The coalition includes Access Fund, 
American Canoe Association, American Whitewater, International Mountain Bicycling 
Association, Winter Wildlands Alliance, The Mountaineers, the American Alpine Club, 
the Mazamas, and Colorado Mountain Club and represents the interests of the millions 
of Americans who climb, paddle, mountain bike, and backcountry ski and snowshoe on 
our nation’s public lands, waters, and snowscapes. 
 
Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) is the national trade association for suppliers, 
manufacturers and retailers in the $887 billion outdoor recreation industry, with more 
than 1300 members nationwide, including recognized brands like The North Face, 
Columbia Sportswear, and Cabela’s. The outdoor industry supports more than 7.6 
million American jobs and makes other significant contributions toward the goal of 
healthy communities and healthy economies across the United States. 
 


