
 

 

November 23, 2015 
 
Lance Porter  
District Manager, Canyon Country District  
Bureau of Land Management  
82 East Dogwood  
Moab, Utah 84532  
 
RE: Outdoor Alliance Comments on Moab Master Leasing Plan Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
 
Dear Mr. Porter: 
 
Outdoor Alliance appreciates this opportunity to comment on the Moab Master Leasing 
Plan (MLP) Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Generally, Outdoor Alliance 
supports the DEIS’s balanced approach for multiple uses in the Moab MLP planning 
area, and greatly appreciates its acknowledgement of the world-class recreation assets 
that attract visitors from all over the world and support Utah’s robust recreation 
economy. The draft MLP is clear that the human-powered recreation resources of the 
MLP planning area provide a wide spectrum of benefits, both quantifiable and 
immeasurable, to eastern Utah. 
 
Outdoor Alliance is a coalition of seven member-based organizations representing the 
human powered outdoor recreation community. The coalition includes Access Fund, 
American Canoe Association, American Whitewater, International Mountain Bicycling 
Association, Winter Wildlands Alliance, the Mountaineers, and the American Alpine Club 
and represents the interests of the millions of Americans who climb, paddle, mountain 
bike, and backcountry ski and snowshoe on our nation’s public lands, waters, and 
snowscapes. 
 
Balanced Approach 
 
We generally support the draft MLP and view the plan as a critical tool for protecting the 
recreation economy of the Moab area while simultaneously allowing development of oil, 
gas, and potash resources where appropriate. The draft MLP is a model for how 
different interests can work together to find win-win solutions that benefit a range of 
public land stakeholders. The draft can go further, however, in protecting outdoor 
recreation resources and the experiences and economic contributions they provide. 
 
Outdoor recreation on public lands is deeply valued by Americans as evidenced by the 
growing $646 billion per year outdoor recreation economy that directly employs 6.1 



 

 

million Americans. In Utah, recreation activities on BLM’s public land generated at least 
$70.4 million in economic activity in 2011 and accounted for more than 900 jobs. 
Outdoor Alliance appreciates the draft MLP’s acknowledgements of the economic 
values of recreation, and that the plan justifiably predicts that recreation will generate 
more than twice the economic output of oil and gas development. It is undeniable that 
recreation is a valuable and quantifiable asset to Grand and San Juan counties, and 
human-powered recreation will continue to be a key piece of the Moab area’s economic 
engine over the MLP’s fifteen year lifespan. 
 
The draft MLP specifically acknowledges and protects several world-class climbing 
areas, such as Indian Creek and Wall Street, mountain biking trails, such as Porcupine 
Rim and the Kokopelli Trail, and paddling resources, such as the Green and Colorado 
Rivers, which are powerful drivers for tourism and provide the local population with 
measurable health benefits. Indian Creek, for example, is an internationally renowned 
climbing area that offers a one-of-a kind climbing experience on red sandstone in a 
serene setting. The Porcupine Rim mountain biking trail is another example of an 
irreplaceable, unique, human-powered recreation resource that is sensitive to the 
pressures of encroaching development. Those crags, mountain biking trails and rivers 
unarguably warrant continued protection so that they can provide the Moab area with 
consistent economic benefits. In addition, the draft MLP helps to conserve Arches and 
Canyonlands national parks by protecting neighboring landscapes from high impact 
potash, oil, and gas development.    
 
Outdoor Alliance Recommendations to Improve Draft Moab Master Leasing Plan 
 
Outdoor Alliance supports a balanced Moab MLP that protects recreation resources on 
public lands while allowing for well-managed existing and new mineral leases. Given the 
well-substantiated benefits of recreation to the Moab area, recreation resources should 
be considered valuable, non-renewable resources to be conserved and protected in 
order to ensure that they continue to provide economic and social benefits such as jobs, 
tourism dollars and improved health and welfare. Therefore, we recommend that the 
MLP: 
 

• Broaden the proposed “No Surface Occupancy” (NSO) stipulations for developed 
recreation sites to a 2-mile setback in order to protect the recreation experience 
and associated viewsheds. It is extremely important that the unique camping 
experiences at Moab-area campgrounds, such as Superbowl CG near the Indian 
Creek climbing area, be preserved. 

• Apply a 1-mile NSO setback from key hiking routes, mountain biking trails, 
climbing areas, and canyoneering routes. It is well established that potash, oil, 



 

 

and gas exploration and development proximal to valuable human-powered 
recreation resources can diminish their quality and benefits.  

• Apply a NSO stipulation to all special recreation management areas and related 
focus areas such as the Indian Creek SRMA and the mountain biking areas 
around Bar MN. These areas are of regional importance and are worthy of 
increased protections.  

• Increase protections for both the Green and the Colorado Rivers for water quality 
and recreation activities in order to protect public water sources and maintain 
high-quality paddling experiences for tourists and locals. 

 
We greatly appreciate the draft MLP’s attention to the value of outdoor recreation and 
the benefits it brings to the Moab area, and we look forward to continuing to work with 
BLM to ensure strong protections for the outstanding resources of the Moab area. 
  
Best regards, 
 

 
 
Adam Cramer 
Executive Director 
Outdoor Alliance 
 
cc: 
 
Brady Robinson, Executive Director, Access Fund 
Wade Blackwood, Executive Director, American Canoe Association 
Mark Singleton, Executive Director, American Whitewater 
Michael Van Abel, Executive Director, International Mountain Bicycling Association 
Mark Menlove, Executive Director, Winter Wildlands Alliance 
Elizabeth Lunney, Interim Executive Director, The Mountaineers 
Phil Powers, Executive Director, American Alpine Club 
 
  


