
	

	

February 15, 2017 
 
The Honorable Governor Gary Herbert 
Utah State Capitol Complex 
350 North State Street, Suite 200 
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-2200 
 
Re: Utah public lands policy and the future of Outdoor Retailer 
 
Dear Governor Herbert: 
 
Outdoor Alliance is a coalition of eight member-based organizations representing the 
human powered outdoor recreation community. The coalition includes Access Fund, 
American Canoe Association, American Whitewater, International Mountain Bicycling 
Association, Winter Wildlands Alliance, The Mountaineers, the American Alpine Club, 
and the Mazamas and represents the interests of the millions of Americans who climb, 
paddle, mountain bike, and backcountry ski and snowshoe on our nation’s public lands, 
waters, and snowscapes. Collectively, our member organizations represent thousands 
of Utah residents, and many more outdoor enthusiasts across the country that travel to 
Utah specifically to experience public lands and contribute to Utah’s tourism economy. 
 
Over the course of recent years, Utah’s state government and its congressional 
delegation have adopted increasingly extreme positions with regard to the ownership 
and management of our country’s public lands. Examples of these positions—which we 
regard as antithetical to the very idea of public lands, not merely reasonable differences 
of opinion on policy—include: 
 

• Legislation proposing the outright sale of our country’s public lands1; 
• Legislation proposing to transfer national public lands to the State—where they 

would be immediately under pressure for intensive resource development, new 
user fees, or privatization2;  

• Threats to sue the federal government to wrest control of our country’s public 
land away from its rightful owners, the American public3; 

• Legislation to undermine the integrity of the Antiquities Act4, a core conservation 
law; and 

                                            
1 E.g., Disposal of Excess Federal Lands Act of 2017, H.R. 621, 115th Cong. (2017). 
2 Transfer of Public Lands Act and Related Study, H.B. 148, 2012 Gen. Sess. (Utah 
2012). 
3 E.g., H.B. 287, 2016 Gen. Sess. (Utah 2016). 
4 E.g., S. 2004, 114th Cong. (2015). 



	

	

• Efforts to roll back existing protective designations at Grand Escalante National 
Monument and the recently designated Bears Ears National Monument.5 

 
These threats, in addition to direct attacks on public land management (e.g., H.R. 
622 and S.J. Res. 15), expose our public recreation assets to inordinate risks. As 
representatives of the outdoor recreation community, we view these positions as an 
existential threat to our American heritage and antithetical to our interests and values as 
citizen co-owners of our country’s public lands. 
 
Recently, a number of prominent outdoor recreation businesses have begun to 
reconsider whether the industry’s Outdoor Retailer tradeshows should continue to be 
held in a state where elected officials fight against the industry’s interests and values. 
We share these businesses’ assessment that recent and ongoing actions by Utah 
lawmakers do not reflect the public interest and are a threat to the outdoor recreation 
industry and all Americans who recreate on and enjoy our country’s public lands. We 
commend these companies for taking a stand for the interests of the outdoor recreation 
community, their employees, and their customers; we support the decision by the 
Outdoor Industry Association to reevaluate whether Outdoor Retailer should continue to 
be held in Utah after 2018; and we endorse the letter shared with you by industry 
leaders on February 14. 
 
At the same time, as you rightly noted in your February 10, Salt Lake Tribune op-ed, 
Utah has been in many respects a leader in recognizing the importance of outdoor 
recreation, both for the quality of life of the State’s residents, and for the economic 
benefits it attracts. Fundamentally, however, Utah cannot not be a leader in this area 
with one hand, while engaging in unprecedented attacks on our nation’s public lands 
with the other. We ask you, as Utah’s Governor, to lead your state’s lawmakers away 
from positions that undermine our country’s public lands heritage and threaten the 
interests of the people in Utah—and across the country—who value our public lands. 
 
Best regards, 

 
Adam Cramer 
Executive Director 
Outdoor Alliance 
 
                                            
5 Concurrent Resolution Urging the President to Rescind the Bears Ears National 
Monument Designation, H.C.R. 11, 2017 Gen. Sess. (Utah 2017). 



	

	

cc: Brady Robinson, Executive Director, Access Fund 
Wade Blackwood, Executive Director, American Canoe Association 
Mark Singleton, Executive Director, American Whitewater 
Dave Wiens, Executive Director, International Mountain Bicycling Association 
Mark Menlove, Executive Director, Winter Wildlands Alliance 
Tom Vogl, Chief Executive Officer, The Mountaineers 
Phil Powers, Executive Director, American Alpine Club 
Lee Davis, Executive Director, The Mazamas 
 
Sen. Orin Hatch 
Sen. Mike Lee 
Rep. Rob Bishop 
Rep. Jason Chaffetz 
 

  


